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Proclamation 7925—National Day of
Prayer and Remembrance for the
Victims of Hurricane Katrina

September 8, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst
natural disasters in our Nation’s history and
has caused unimaginable devastation and
heartbreak throughout the Gulf Coast Re-
gion. A vast coastline of towns and commu-
nities has been decimated. Many lives have
been lost, and hundreds of thousands of our
fellow Americans are suffering great hard-
ship. To honor the memory of those who lost
their lives, to provide comfort and strength
to the families of the victims, and to help
ease the burden of the survivors, I call upon
all Americans to pray to Almighty God and
to perform acts of service.

As we observe a National Day of Prayer
and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina, we pledge our support for
those who have been injured and for the
communities that are struggling to rebuild.
We offer thanks to God for the goodness and
generosity of so many Americans who have
come together to provide relief and bring
hope to fellow citizens in need. Our Nation
is united in compassion for the victims and
in resolve to overcome the tremendous loss
that has come to America. We will strive to-
gether in this effort, and we will prevail
through perseverance and prayer.

Americans are reaching out to those who
suffer by opening their hearts, homes, and
communities. Their actions demonstrate the
greatest compassion one person may show
to another: to love your neighbor as yourself.
Across our Nation, so many selfless deeds re-
flect the promise of the Scripture: “For I was
hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and
you took Me in.” I encourage all Americans
to respond with acts of kindness in the days
ahead. By contributing time, money, or need-
ed goods to a relief organization and by pray-
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ing for the survivors and those in recovery
efforts, we can make a tremendous dif-
ference in the lives of those in need.

Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath re-
sulted in a considerable loss of life. We pray
that God will bless the souls of the lost, and
that He will comfort their families and
friends and all lives touched by this disaster.
As the American people unite to help those
who are hurting, we share a determination
to stand by those affected by Hurricane
Katrina in the months and years ahead as
they rebuild their lives and reclaim their fu-
ture. We are determined that the Gulf Coast
region will rise again. The tasks before us
are enormous, and so is the heart of America.
We will continue to comfort and care for the
survivors. We will once again show the world
that the worst adversities bring out the best
in the American people.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 16, 2005, as a National Day of Prayer
and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. I ask that the people of the
United States and places of worship mark
this National Day of Prayer and Remem-
brance with memorial services and other ap-
propriate observances. I also encourage all
Americans to remember those who have suf-
fered in the disaster by offering prayers and
giving their hearts and homes for those who
now, more than ever, need our compassion
and our support.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 13.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Certain Terrorist Attacks

September 8, 2005

Consistent with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency I declared on September 14, 2001, in
Proclamation 7463, with respect to the ter-
rorist attacks at the World Trade Center,
New York, New York, and the Pentagon, and
the continuing and immediate threat of fur-
ther attacks on the United States.

By Executive Order 13223 of September
14, 2001 and Executive Order 13253 of Janu-
ary 16, 2002, I delegated authority to the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Trans-
portation to order members of the Reserve
Components to active duty and to waive cer-
tain statutory military personnel require-
ments. By Executive Order 13235 of Novem-
ber 16, 2001, I delegated authority to the
Secretary of Defense to exercise certain
emergency construction authority. By Execu-
tive Order 13286 of February 28, 2003, I
transferred the authority delegated to the
Secretary of Transportation in Executive
Order 13223 to the Secretary of Homeland
Security.

Because the terrorist threat continues, the
national emergency declared on September
14, 2001, and the measures taken on Sep-
tember 14, 2001, November 16, 2001, and
January 16, 2002, to deal with that emer-

ency, must continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 14, 2005. Therefore, I am continuing
in effect for an additional year the national
emergency I declared on September 14,
2001, with respect to the terrorist threat.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush
The White House,
September 8, 2005.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2005]

NotE: This notice will be published in the Federal
Register on September 13.
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Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Certain
Terrorist Attacks

September 8, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, I
have sent to the Federal Register the en-
closed notice, stating that the emergency de-
clared with respect to the terrorist attacks
on the United States of September 11, 2001,
is to continue in effect for an additional year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national
emergency continues. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue
in effect after September 14, 2005, the na-
tional emergency with respect to the terrorist
threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 8, 2005.

NOTE: An original was mnot available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at the Swearing-In
Ceremony for Karen P. Hughes as
Under Secretary of State for Public
Diplomacy and Public Affairs

September 9, 2005

The President. Thank you. Madame Sec-
retary, thank you. Thank you for the fine
leadership you're providing for our country.
Laura and I are pleased to be back here at
the State Department, and we’re really
pleased to be here to honor our new Under
Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public
Affairs, Ambassador Karen Hughes.

It's good to see many of Karen’s friends
here today, particularly those from Texas.



